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FROM THE RECTOR SEPTEMBER 2010

Dear Friends at Saint Andrew’s,

Lots of things compete for our time, attention and commitment — family obligations,
children’ s sports, homework, business travel, our socia lives. Y ou have your own list
of those elements of life that make demands on you. Some are necessary, some are
worthwhile, some are fun, some are stressful.

Asfollowers of Jesus Christ our Lord, we should always put God first when making
life choices. That isthe message of the good news of the Gospel for “in God all
things are possible”.

“CHURCHFEST” marks the new beginning of our busy Program Year. | ask you to
prayerfully and enthusiastically to PUT GOD FIRST!

e Cometo the Eucharist every Sunday.

e Enroll and send your children to Church School and Y outh Group.

e Participate in the Adult Forum or another Formation Program for Adults.
e  Support Outreach Programs.

e Greet and get to know fellow parishioners.

e |nviteothersto join us.

e Begenerous.

Remember to “L ove God & L ove One Another” because you belong to the
Body of Christ, the Church.

L/ Faithfully yours,

e

%

(The Rev’'d.) James B. Leswing, Rector



Parish Choir Resumes: Time to oil up the ‘ole vocal chords! Parish Choir
rehearsals will resume Wednesday, September 8, 2010 at 7:45 p.m. in the Church.
The program year will begin CHURCHFEST Sunday, September 12, 2010. See
you there!

The Parish Choir isin Need — of your Voice, that isl!!

If you have ever considered singing in the Parish Choir, won't you join us now?
Between travel and work schedules, our ranks fluctuate widely and more singers are
needed to keep our “joyful noise” strong. All voice parts are welcome! If you are
high school age on up and love singing, don’t be shy! It’s a wonderful ministry that
touches heart and soul (and afew funny bones along the way).

Requirements? The only prerequisite is that you be able to carry a tune and like to
enjoy yourself (OK, two prerequisites!). We have a good time working hard!

We sing for the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist on Sunday as well as
for special services throughout the church year (e.g.
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Holy Week, Easter).
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 7:45 p.m. in the
Church. Need more information? Call Kathy Nazzarini,
Director of Music (369-8350), or better yet, look for the
Parish Choir booth at Churchfest. We can’'t wait to have
you join us!

M any Thanks to each of you who offered your time and talents throughout
the summer to provide the music for the 10:00 am. Eucharist: Donna Armstrong,
Catherine Bevard, Deni Cantrall, Paul Cochran, Carlotta Conley, Jim Hoover, Marie
Johnson, Anna Lenhardt, Joseph Myers, Kathy Nazzarini, Reed Pence, Glenn Spitler,
and the St. Andrew’s Brass (Gary Robbins, Peter Soukup et al). All were much
appreciated.



Join UsFor'...

CHURCHEEST
Sept per 12th

CHURCHEEST Sunday is....

° for EVERY ONE
. acelebration of the return from summer vacations

) an opportunity to learn more about the activities, programs and
organizations within the parish and sign up to participate in the
ones that suit your interest.

) the time to register for Church School and if you are
already preregistered to pickup a packet of information.

o alight meal and beveragé.

CHURCHFEST will be held on the front lawn of the church. However, in case
of inclement weather, look for CHURCHREST in the Parish Hall and Gathering
Space. (PRAY for Sunshine!)

ONE SERVICE ONLY -9:00 AM

Please let Jim Dohren (630-964-3078)
know if you need a table for CHURCHFEST ....ASAP.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
Monday, September 6™ (Labor Day)

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RETURN
Beginning September 10th
Monday-Friday

I 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM I




St. Andrew’s Footsteps
Program Update

8/1/10

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

We have reached a milestone with the Footsteps capital campaign program;
the completion of our first project....... the extension of the fire suppression
system throughout the building, including the Nave, parish hall, the
undercroft, and classrooms. With this project’s completion, we now have
fulfilled our obligation to the Village of Downers Grove with respect to our
building permit for the 2005 addition. The Village issued that permit on the
condition that we extend the fire suppression system to the rest of the
structure.

Just as significantly, the system was bid and will be completed substantially
under our origina estimates. Thus far, the campaign has paid out $62,455 to
the two contractors working on the project, with a projected $5,900 still due
in a final payment. Together, the total is well below the project’s origina
estimate of $100,000, done near the time of the addition’s completion. The
contractors have done a tremendous job in maintaining the aesthetics of the
building and performing their work efficiently and with consideration for the
Church's busy schedule. Central States Automatic Sprinklers and Proarc
Electrical Construction Co. are to be commended for their work.

Most significantly, with the completion of this project and certification by
the village's fire department, the parish will receive a substantial reduction
in our annual insurance costs. As | noted in my last message, it is a “gift
that keeps on giving”.

This is an appropriate time for me to update you on the status of the
Footsteps Program. The origina amount pledged by the parish to the
program was $166,448. After two and half years, $109,415 has been
received. That leaves an additional $57,033 outstanding and due before
12/31/10, the close of this phase of the campaign. If you have an outstanding
balance, please make plans to honor your pledge before the end of this
calendar year. You should also know that in addition to the bigheartedness
of our own parishioners, an individual from outside the parish has sent two,
generous gifts of $10,000 each to the Footsteps Campaign bringing the
current total of gifts received to $129,415.



While we should feel good about the progress we' ve made, | should remind
you that we have plenty of work left on our ‘To Do’ List. You may recall
that in addition to the fire suppression system, the list included window
replacements, air-conditioning for the nave, finishing the third floor, and a
variety of outdoor projects (i.e. landscaping and concrete replacement).
Estimates for these projects are being solicited as you read this.

Thank you again for al that you’ ve done and will do in the name of Christ.

Sincerely,
Jeff Heller

PLAN FOR YOUR ST. ANDREW’'SGIFT

Leave a legacy with a bequest gift to benefit St. Andrews
Parish. A smart estate plan can help you provide for your loved
ones while ensuring that St. Andrew’s will be able to continue
to be a vibrant beacon of Christian vaues for future
generations. You can set aside any amount, percentage or
specific asset in your will or trust, or include St. Andrew’s as a
beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k) or life insurance plan. You
can learn more by contacting Mel Lopez or Jeff Heller.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

SANDWICH BOARD SIGNUP
The Sandwich Board signup is now on the table in the Gathering \(

Space with the menu for the September Sth trip to Trinity,
Aurora. You can help by signing up to provide food items to
complete our menu.

THANK YOU to al who so generously donated to the Sandwich Board fund.
The amount contributed totaled 2 1/2 times what we had had in reserve! |If you
would find it more convenient to donate money for Sandwich Board than to go out
and shop, we can use those funds to buy in bulk and save on expenses. Checks
should be made payable to St. Andrew's with Sandwich Board in the memo line. If
you would like to make a cash contribution, please use a pew envelope, check
“other” and write Sandwich Board. Donations received this manner will appear on
your financial statement as Outreach. Your generosity insures that we can
continue to be the hands and feet of God, and we are grateful.



NEwWSFRoM LA FAMILIA

Kids love summer and being out of school and it is no different for the

ﬁ 30 children at the La Familia home in Pamarito, Mexico. Summer has

f been a great time of visitors, trips, swimming, experiencing farm life,

“. and just time to be akid. Let me highlight some of the exciting things
that have happened this summer at La Familia.

e Churchesfrom Virginia, Tennessee and Texas sent mission teams

e Church from Texas raised over $6000.00 to begin work on the second
floor (the teenage girls are excited, a space of their own!) Hopefully work
will begin soon!

e Caring Action for Children a not for profit group from California visited
this summer and while there took all the kids out shopping and bought
each child two pairs of shoes

e Joe Lupafrom Church of the Redeemer in Greenville, SC went down and
stayed 5 weeks just being the hands and feet of Christ to the kids and staff.
One of his jobs was making school lunches. Grandpa Joe made a specia
treat one day in their lunches — peanut butter and jelly sandwiches!

e Local neighbors are getting involved with the kids. All the kids and staff
were invited to spend the day at afarm up the mountainside. They picked
corn, peaches, rode donkeys, had a corn roast, climbed trees and had fun
just being kids in God’ s creation.

e Thefly problem in the house is being solved. Money has been donated to
have screens made for all the windows!

e The Van used for mission teamsis very old and very tired. A newer one
has been donated and Embrace the Dream has the money to pay the taxes
and feesto get it into Mexico. Thisisareal answer to prayer!

e School starts the end of August. 30 kids to get ready with school supplies,
uniforms, lunches, and transportation. Say a prayer for the staff as they
get into aroutine. They are amazing!

One thing that happened this summer is that a poor farm boy from the area came by
the house and asked if they had any food to give him. He told the staff that he and
his family were hungry and had no food. The staff put together a big box of food and
sent him on his way. The next day he came again to say “thank you” from his
family. One of our boys at the home noticed that he was bare foot. He asked him
where his shoes were and the boy told him that he didn’t have any shoes. Our boy
told him to wait while he ran into the house. He came back carrying a pair of shoes
and gave them to the little boy. He told him, he had two pair of shoes and didn’t
need two so the boy could have one. Those of uswho have been to La Familiaaren’t
surprised at this story for the children are learning how much God loves them and
takes care of them and to share that love with others.



The month of September is St Andrew’s month for support of La Familia. We have
sent $3000.00 for the operating of the home for this month. Keep them in your
prayers during the month and watch for updates each week as we lift to the Lord the
home, the staff and the kids. We are the hands and feet of Christ to these children
especially during the month of September.

Visit our table at CHURCHFEST where you can find out more about this ministry,
purchase some exciting products to support La Familia, and get more involved. We
hope to take a group down again in March of 2011. Contact Ruth Irvine if you are
interested in going for more details.

God bless,
Ruth Irvine

PEOPLES RESOURCE CENTER NEEDSVOLUNTEERS

The People's Resource Center is in need of regular and one-time volunteers for its
Wheaton food pantry on Saturday mornings from 8:45 until noon. Volunteers must
be 13 or older. Please contact Kimberly Thacker, interim volunteer coordinator at
(630) 682-5402 est. 243 or at |doyle@peoplesrc.org.

WALK-IN MINISTRY NEEDSDIAPERS!

Walk-In Ministry has a need for diapers. Opened packages are
acceptable, as we repackage them in baggies. Please deposit in food
baskets during the week or on Sunday with the food offering for FI SH.

CAFE SUPPORTERS!
We are happy to announce that the next All Saints' Cafe is on Sunday, September
19th. The Cafe leadership team is already busy at work planning another wonderful
event and we hope you will volunteer with us.

If you are interested, please visit this website to sign up.

And as always- your friends are welcome to volunteer. Please feel free to forward
them the link.

Thank you for your continued support of the All Saints Cafe.
We are excited about #24!

Peace, Alexandra
All Saints' Cafe Coordinator


http://www.ravenswoodcommunityservices.org/programs/allsaintscafe.html

B
Thinking Just What is“The Church?”

by Mother Forrester

Theologically (Column 1)

Recently, Anne Rice, author of Inteviev With a V anpire among other novels,
used Facebook to announce that she was no longer a Chrigtian. Generdly this would
have gone unnoticed by me if it had not been for NPR's All Things Coddaal
interviewing Rice about it while | was trapped in rush hour traffic on the Eisenhower.

On occasions like these, | am known to talk to my radio and the first question
| asked was, “Why should | care what Anne Rice cdls hersdf these days? No
offense to those of you who are fans, but I'll confess | am not. | got half way through
Interview With a Vampire when | decided that real life contains enough violence for me.
Thank you very much!

As| listened to the interview and realized that Rice conflates all of Christianity
into the Roman Catholic Church and is now refusing to have any part of it because it
not only refuses to support Gay Rights, but is actively working againgt those rightsin
the secular government.

“I'm out,” Rice wrote. “I remain committed to Chrigt, as dways, but not to
being Chrigtian or to being part of Chrigtianity.” This is because she finds it smply
impossible to belong to a group tha is “quarresome, hosgtile, disputaious, and
deservedly infamous.”

“Well, welcome to my world, Anne!”

That last comment isnot adisto St. Andrew’s! By no means! St. Andrew’s and
the Diocese of Chicago are beautiful communities! Nor is this essay a negative
criticism of the Roman church nor is it arant about Gay Rights. It is, however, an
essay on what we mean when we say “The Church.”

What do we mean when we use tha broad, all-encompassing term? Spesking
for myself, “The Church” means al of Christianity, the whole body of believers, from
the most conservative traditiondist right on down to, or maybe | should say dl the
way to the left of, the most radical of liberals. | hope most Episcopalians would agree
with me on that, because | am pretty sure that is how God views “ The Church.”

Conversationdly, we sometimes use the term “The Church” to refer to
specific denominations, like our own Episcopa Church USA. But, when we say the
Nicene Creed and make other such officid statements, | would hope tha everyone
redizes that we are taking about al people who profess a belief in Christ regardless
of denomination or political persuasion.

Cometo think of it, that definition may be too narrow for God, because He
did send his only son to reconcile al of his cregtion. Whether that crestion accepted
Christ or not, God still sent him.

God's cregtion includes us humans. And, guess wha? Humans are
quarrelsome, hogtile, disputatious, and deservedly infamous. But, they are dso loving,
caring, curious, and can be generaly wonderful and pleasant, especidly when they
choose to be.

They can dso be seeking reconciliation with God. Because reconciliation
with God involves reconciligtion with each other, we have to engage in an on-going
dialogue with each other that is known as “community” or “The Church”.



In other words, we have to meet with each other regularly, get to know
one another, form relationships where we share our burdens and pains, give each
other aid and pray to together. We aso need to engage God as a community and
do those things that Christ commanded us to do.

We dl know, however, that not dl believers get dong with each other
very well and that there are some groups of believers out there who disagree with
us so0 strongly that they refuse to engage in conversation with us, at least on an
official level. That too isasign of our humanness.

Regardless of those disagreements and rejections, we continue to strive
for reconciligion with each other on both officid and informa levels, because
that iswhat God wants us to do. We are continually engaging with him, and each
other, discerning his call in our lives.

In conflating dl of Chrigtianity into one church, Rice does hersdf a
disservice because in cutting hersdf off from that one community, she has cut
hersdf off from the didogue. In the interview, Rice expressed sadness at how
much she will miss participating in the Eucharist, but because she can't agree
with officid line of the Roman Catholic Church on Gay Rightsin particular, she
isno longer amember of that community.

If | had been in that conversation with Rice, | would have offered up
the idea that there are other communities within Christendom with whom she
can commune and remain true to her own politicd beieves and those
communities are just as vaid as any other. | would have hoped that someone as
informed as Rice gpears to be would know this. Disgppointingly, the
interviewer left dl this hanging by the end of the interview which caused me to
ask my radio whether Rice is redly doing this because she is looking for an
excuse to flamboyantly complain about the Roman church.

Please understand that this is not about recruiting dissatisfied people
into our church and | understand perhaps Rice's issues are much more
complicated than they presented in aradio interview, just as most peoples’ issues
around religion are.

But, | would hope that if you are ever confronted with someone who
holds these same atitudes about Chrigtianity that after you have patiently
listened to them with an empathic ear that you would gently point out to them
that we, “The Church,” are made up of imperfect people imperfectly seeking
God and the most important point is to keep trying, even if you disagree. None
of the “God ordained” changes that have occurred in the church or in society
throughout history would have happened any other way.

The Rev. Shelley Forrester isthe Assistant Rector of &t. Andrew’s

Mother Forrester will be out of the office
September 1-7




WORSHIP AND STUDY
OPPORTUNITIES

“| sing a song of the Saints of God....."

All Saints’ Sunday, November 7
BE YOUR FAVORITE SAINT

At both services on All Saint’s Sunday, November 7
ALL ages(Young and young at heart) are encouraged to

come to church dressed as afavorite Saint.
WEe're giving you time to plan your ouitfit.

“and there s not any reason, no, not the least
that

YOU shouldn’t be one too.”

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday morning Bible Study will return on
Thursday, September 16™ following the 9:00 AM
Eucharist in the chapel. The Study will be
The Gospel of Matthew
“Learning to live what Jesus teaches’.

Bible Study meets weekly except the week of Sandwich
Board. All arewelcome.




Thisyear, Adult Formation wi be offering

soMeTHING FOR EVERY ONE!

AN

That'sright, a plethora of choices and a smorgasbord of subjects!!!

A tour of the church and its embellishments

An interactive presentation of religious art and its influences
A unique and specia All Hallows' Eve class

A discussion about the needs assessment and volunteerism
A presentation on choosing a Bible

And FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER

¢ Informal Roundtable discussions of scintillating topics touching all of
us!!

Plus ONE M ORE inaugural offering:

FLIX and FORMATION

film viewing and group discussion

Bring your suggestions and ideas for other great activitiesto CHURCHFEST
and pick up our September — October calendar of events.

A great year isabout to begin!



FLIX and FORMATION

Join uson

Thursday. September 24"

6:00 PM
for

“CREATION"

Sarring Paul Bettany and Jennifer Connelly

A discussion will follow the movie.

What happans when a waldrenoanad sientit, aushed by the lass o his ddet
daudhte, famulates a thexry in axflid with rdigaus dogre? Thisistheday o
Charles Darwin and his megta-wak " The Orign o Spaies’. It tdls d a ddod
redution played aut the arfines d a sTell Endish villagg a pessanate merriage
tan gpart by thenodt danggrausideaiin higary; and a theory ssved framextindian
by the logic of a child.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR YOUTH
(A.K.A. Church School)

Don't forget to enroll your child(ren)!
All ages (2-high school)
should fill out aregistration form.
Forms may be found in the gathering space.

Just fill them out and place them in the green plastic
bin.

We look forward to seeing all of you at CHURCHFEST, September 12th!
Mark your calendars...thefirst day of classesis
September 19.



Help Our Children Understand Worship
and Their Rolein It!

Become a Children’s
Chapel Leader or
Assistant

We are looking for patient, creative, flexible, and joyful leaders and assistants
for Children’s Chapel. We'll provide you with al of the support you may
need, including training on the children’'s liturgy based on the Book of
Common Prayer, and music program and lots of Bible story resources. All you
need to provide is enthusiasm for energetic, vibrant, joyful, little church
members, and some time!

About Children’s Chapel

Held at 10:00 am each Sunday in the ground floor Chapel, the age-appropriate
service has been designed to help our children create their own relationship
with God in a loving, comfortable setting that will lead to appropriate
participation in Chapel and “ upstairs.”

Leaders will lead the children ages 2 to 5/6 in the liturgy, read and discuss the
Bible story, and conclude the 20 minute service with a prayer. Assistants will
support the leader, helping with the collection basket, lighting candles, and
engaging with the children.

L eader and Assistant Commitment

Training will take place at the end of August, after church. We'll introduce
you to all of the materias, including the written copies of the Liturgy and
music, schedule of Bible stories, and Bible story books available. Additional
support will be provided throughout the year, as needed. Would you like to
shadow someone with more experience? It can be arranged!

Chapel begins September 19 and ends in May. We're asking for a once-a-
month commitment from each leader and assistant. Children go to church
school at the end of the service and leaders will be able to attend the last half
of the upstairs church service, if desired.

Areyou ready to volunteer? Do you have questions? Please contact:
Thomas Craighead, Children’s Chapel Coordinator (630) 778-8472

Beth Somma, Church School Director (630) 964-2750
Missy Hansen, Church School Director (630) 241-4582



Children and Youth Music
at St. Andrew’s

The robes are washed.
Thechairsarelined up.
Themusicisready.

All I need now arethe voices!

All children in first grade and above are invited to sing in our Youth Choir.
We will again be singing in church at the 10:00 am. service and at other
special times throughout the year. Our first rehearsal will be on Sunday,
September 19, in the Youth Choir room, right after communion at the 10:00
service.

You may sign up to sing at the Youth Choir table at CHURCHFEST, or any
other Sunday. There are no auditions to join the choir. Y ou may join any time
during the year. | do not take attendance and singers do not have to make
every rehearsal. For more information about our rehearsals and activities, call
me at 630-985-0895.

I will continue to meet with the preschool and kindergarten children for our
Little Angel Choir as part of their church school classes. All little singers are
welcome. Just come on in to the Parish Hall where the music is fun and the
children are singing. It doesn’t matter what time you arrive.

Children, preschool through fifth grade, who arrive with their parents at 9:15
am. to participate in adult formation classes, will once again be meeting with
me in the Parish Hall. We're trying to think of a great name for this music
time. Pleaselet me know if you have any idess.

I’m looking forward to another great year of singing.

Chris Stansbury






